
 

Collaborative Research Grants Scheme FAQs 
 
We hope these FAQs will be useful. If you have any other queries, please contact 
enquiries@screen-network.org.uk  
 
How many projects will you fund? 
 
The limit for proposals is £40,000 and the total budget for the Collaborative Research Grant 
Scheme is £120,000, so we expect to fund at least three projects. We may be able to fund 
more if the cumulative total is less than our budget. 
 
SIGN is based in the Dept of Theatre, Film, Television and Interactive Media at the 
University of York, but can academics from outside film, TV and media studies apply? 
 
Yes. We’re really keen to see applications from across arts, humanities, social sciences and 
computer and information sciences who can provide informed insights into the screen 
industries through their research. The SIGN team itself is made up of people with experience 
across all these areas. 
 
Can academics at Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) not based in Yorkshire and the 
Humber apply for this scheme? 
 
Yes, but all applications must include academics from at least two HEIs in Yorkshire and the 
Humber. In addition, the principal investigator (PI) must be from a Yorkshire and Humber 
HEI. 
 
Can non-academic third parties be involved and costed into a project? 
 
We encourage this where appropriate for methodological and ethical reasons (eg to engage 
participants). Please bear in mind the overall aims of the scheme are to foster collaboration 
between the region’s HEIs, so we do not expect to fund consultancy businesses unless their 
involvement is absolutely necessary and clear reasons for their involvement are given. 
 
Why aren’t you paying overheads? 
 
We have a limited budget and want to maximise the funding which is spent directly on 
research. We have modelled this scheme on British Academy and Wellcome Trust 
programmes. 
 
I’m an academic in Yorkshire and Humber, but i’m not currently employed by an HEI, 
can I apply? 
 
Yes, but because of the financial agreements between SIGN and other universities you can’t 
be a principal investigator unless you’re employed by a university, however, you can be part 
of a proposal as a co-investigator. If successful, institutions will be awarded the funding so 
you will need to discuss financial arrangements with them. 
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Does my project need to focus on the screen industries as a whole? 
 
No. It may be appropriate to focus on one part of the screen industries, more than one, all of 
the screen industries, and potentially other creative industries as well. Please justify your 
focus in the application form. 
 
Please also note that SIGN’s remit is to focus on all the screen industries and we will seek to 
ensure we do not privilege one part of the sector over others, wherever possible. 
 
We are defining the screen industries as TV, film, games, and digital media more broadly. 
We are not restrictive in terms of format, type of distribution or exhibition platform, 
organisational form, or production process. 
 
In-kind and or cash funding is a requirement, what is the difference and how much is 
required? 
 
In-kind support is non-cash resources committed to the project but not costed into the 
monies requested from SIGN (eg institutional overheads, time allocated to a project but 
without a request for money to cover that time, use of facilities and equipment). Cash 
funding is additional monies pledged for the project from other sources (eg from personal 
research accounts, department/university strategic funds etc) which will be spent on the 
project.  
 
In-kind and/or match cash funding is a requirement but there is no minimum for either 
category. 
 
It is stated in the call document that all those involved in undertaking research should 
be named as co-investigators. Does that mean i can’t include a research assistant if i 
don’t have a particular person in mind? 
 
You can cost in research assistance for unknown people, but if you know who will be doing 
that research assistance you must include them as a co-investigator on the application form 
(we appreciate your HEI may have different restrictions for internal processes).  
 
We have included this stipulation as it is important to recognise the contribution researchers 
make to projects and the experience they gain from doing such work. Further, experience as 
a Co-I is seen as a strength when candidates are evaluated for jobs. We would encourage 
researchers appointed after a bid was submitted and who make a non-trivial contribution to a 
project be allowed to include the project on their CV as a Co-I. 
 
The call document states that caring costs are eligible, but my institution only pays 
for childcare costs. Is there another way to claim them? 
 
Such policies don’t recognise the range of caring activities people may undertake. We have 
explored ways to deal with it and there doesn’t seem an effective and legal way around 
institutional policies. We can only suggest speaking to EDI committees, Athena Swan 
groups, union reps and lobbying your institution to make a change. 
 



 

I work at the University of York, can i apply? 
 
Yes. 
 
The call document states applications must include a formal costings spreadsheet, is 
there a template? 
 
No. Submitting the costings put together by the lead institution’s research finance team to 
cost the project is sufficient. It should include all relevant costs for the research. 
 
Do you have any other schemes planned for the future? 
 
Yes. The next one we’re working on is aimed at people new to/returning to research. We 
hope to launch it in 2021. 
 
 


